Antinociceptive effects of azepexole (BHT 933) in mice.
Subcutaneous (s.c.) administration of azepexole (BHT 933) at doses between 4 and 40 mg/kg produced dose-dependent antinociceptive effects in mice as assessed by tail-immersion, tail-pinch and acetic acid writhing tests. The ED16s were 5.6 +/- 0.4, 6.7 +/- 1.2 and 2.96 +/- 0.2 mg/kg respectively. Similarly, morphine produced analgesia in the same tests with ED16s of 0.87 +/- 0.03, 0.47 +/- 0.1 and 0.45 +/- 0.01 mg/kg respectively. In all instances naloxone (0.1 mg/kg s.c.) shifted the dose-response curves to morphine to the right in a parallel manner. Naloxone (0.1 and 1 mg/kg s.c.) partially antagonized the effect of azepexole in the tail-immersion and tail-pinch tests but significantly decreased the slope of the dose-response curve suggesting that a competitive interaction at the level of the opioid receptors did not occur. Naloxone had no effect on the antinociceptive action of azepexole in the acetic acid writhing test.